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I nt roduct ion 

This is a call for proposals for EU act ion grants in the field of Higher Educat ion under 

the Neighbourhood, Developm ent  and I nternat ional Cooperat ion I nst rum ent  

— Global Europe ( NDI CI - GE) .  

The regulatory fram ework for this EU Funding Program m e is set  out  in:  

− Regulat ion 2018/ 1046 (EU Financial Regulat ion)  

− the basic act  (NDI CI  Regulat ion 2021/ 9471) . 

The call is launched in accordance with the 2022-2024 Financing Decision2 and will be 

m anaged by the European Educat ion and Culture  Execut ive Agency ( EACEA)  

(‘Agency’).  

The call covers the following topic:  

-  NDI CI - 2 0 2 4 - MOBAF — I nt ra- Afr ica  Academ ic Mobility Schem e  

We invite you to read the call docum entat ion  carefully, and in part icular this Call 

Docum ent , the Model Grant  Agreem ent , the EU Funding & Tenders Portal Online 

Manual and the EU Grants AGA — Annotated Grant  Agreem ent .   

These docum ents provide clarificat ions and answers to quest ions you m ay have when 

preparing your applicat ion:   

− the Call Docum ent  out lines the:   

− background, object ives, scope, act ivit ies that  can be funded and the 

expected results ( sect ions 1 and 2)  

− t im etable and available budget  (sect ions 3 and 4)   

− adm issibilit y and eligibilit y condit ions ( including m andatory docum ents;  

sect ions 5 and 6)  

− criteria for financial and operat ional capacity and exclusion (sect ion 7)  

− evaluat ion and award procedure (sect ion 8)  

− award criteria (sect ion 9)   

− legal and financial set -up of the Grant  Agreem ents (sect ion 10)  

− how to subm it  an applicat ion (sect ion 11)  

− the Online Manual out lines the:   

− procedures to register and subm it  proposals online via the EU Funding 

& Tenders Portal (‘Portal’)  

 
1  Regulat ion (EU)  2021/ 947 of the European Parliam ent  and of the Council of 9 June 2021 establishing 

the Neighbourhood, Developm ent  and I nternat ional Cooperat ion I nstrum ent  – Global Europe, 

am ending and repealing Decision No 466/ 2014/ EU and repealing Regulat ion (EU) 2017/ 1601 and 

Council Regulat ion (EC, Euratom ) No 480/ 2009 (OJ L 209, 14.6.2021, p. 1–78) . 
2  Com mission I mplem ent ing Decision C(2022)  7113 final of 30 Septem ber 2022 concerning the 

m ult iannual act ion plan in favour of Sub-Saharan Afr ica for 2022-2024 Part 1. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018R1046
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32021R0947
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/om_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/om_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/aga_en.pdf
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− recom m endat ions for the preparat ion of the applicat ion 

− the AGA — Annotated Grant  Agreem ent  contains:  

− detailed annotat ions on all the provisions in the Grant  Agreem ent  you 

will have to sign in order t o obtain the grant  ( including cost  eligibilit y,  

paym ent  schedule, accessory obligat ions, et c) .   

You are also encouraged to visit  the I nt ra-Afr ica Scholarships on Europa to consult  

the list  of projects funded previously.   

 

1 . Background 

The Global Gatew ay  is Europe’s strategy to boost  sm art , clean and secure links in 

digital, energy and t ransport  sectors and to st rengthen health, educat ion and 

research system s across the world3.  I n this fram ework, the EU aim s to m obilise 300 

billion Euro in investm ents by 2027 with approxim ately €150 billion of investment 
dedicated to bolstering cooperat ion with Afr ican partners under the Global Gateway 

Afr ica-Europe I nvestm ent  package. 

Progressing to a knowledge-based econom y and put t ing skilled hum an capital at  the 

heart of Africa’s agenda is essential for building the continent’s strategic autonomy, 
st rength and resilience to address m ajor challenges. Africa’s Agenda 2063 seeks to 

catalyse educat ion and skills revolut ion and act ively prom ote science, technology, 

research and innovat ion, to build knowledge, hum an capital, capabilit ies and skills 

required to drive innovat ion. 

Higher educat ion system s and inst itut ions, working together, help accelerate progress 

towards the im plem entat ion of the five pillars of the Global Gateway Afr ica-Europe 

I nvestm ent  package. Ent ry points can be through one or several of the four m ain 

funct ions that  HEI s are expected to fulfil,  nam ely :  ( i)  the preparat ion of skilled 

professionals for product ive em ploym ent , ( ii)  knowledge generat ion, adaptat ion, and 

diffusion through research and innovat ion and engagem ent  with the local econom y, 

( iii)  inst itut ional capacity building, and ( iv)  im part ing posit ive values and cit izen skills 

to support  st rong dem ocrat ic societ ies.  

The I nt ra-Afr ica Academ ic Mobilit y Schem e is a cont inuat ion of the related previous 

program m es, the I nt ra-ACP Academ ic Mobilit y Schem e 2010-2013 and I nt ra-Afr ica 

Academ ic Mobilit y Schem e 2016-2020. By building on its successful past  experience, 

the act ion aim s to cont r ibute to the econom ic, social and hum an developm ent  of 

Afr ica by im proving the skills and com petences of students, t rainees and university 

staff in different  areas, through learning m obilit y opportunit ies across the Afr ican 

cont inent .  

By paying specific at tent ion to reinforce m echanism s to guarantee a m ore equal and 

inclusive learning m obilit y for all,  the act ion will support  m obilit y projects between 

African Higher Educat ion I nst itut ions (HEI s)  focusing, am ongst  other subjects, on the 

areas linked to clim ate change and green t ransit ioning, in line with the EU’s external 
policies.  

I n the m edium  term , the schem e will support  t he harm onisat ion of program m es and 

outcom e-based curricula between part icipat ing HEI s, and the developm ent  of 

 
3 Global Gateway -  European Com m ission (europa.eu)  

https://www.eacea.ec.europa.eu/scholarships/intra-africa-scholarships_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/stronger-europe-world/global-gateway_en
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m echanism s for im proved t ransparency and recognit ion of credits/ degrees and other 

qualificat ions. This will in turn enhance academ ic and labour m obilit y in the cont inent  

and support  the operat ionalisat ion of the Afr ican Cont inental Free Trade Agreem ent  

(AfCFTA) , the Protocol to the Treaty establishing the Afr ican Econom ic Com m unity 

relat ing to Free Movem ents of Persons, Right  of Residence and Right  of Establishm ent  

(Protocol on Free Movem ent )  and the Addis Convent ion on the recognit ion of higher  

educat ion qualificat ions. The act ion foresees to support  the HEI s in their capacit ies to 

im plem ent  m obilit y projects and therefore their partnerships and academ ic 

cooperation, with the aim to contribute to the “African Higher Education and Research 
Space”.  

Moreover, by support ing a reinforced collaborat ion between HEI s and business for the 

students and trainees’ mobility, the action will also strengthen skills anticipation and 
m atching, as well as innovat ion and knowledge t ransfer between academ ia and 

enterprises. This will help to respond to the high- level skills dem and and knowledge 

needs to support  green econom ies and digital t ransform at ion in the cont inent .  

Finally, the I nt ra-Afr ica Academ ic Mobilit y Schem e will synergise with Erasm us+  

actions as well as with the “Harmonisation of African Higher Education Quality 
Assurance and Accreditation (HAQAA II)” initiative4, contributing to the EU’s 
com prehensive st rategy to support  the st rengthening of higher educat ion system s in 

the African cont inent .  

The action is part of the ‘Youth Mobility for Africa’ flagship under the EU-Africa Global 

Gateway I nvestm ent  Package5,  which aim s to support  learning opportunit ies and 

exchanges and, ult im ately, to prom ote Afr ica as an at t ract ive study dest inat ion.  

‘Youth Mobility for Africa’ is one of several flagship init iat ives under the Global 

Gateway st rategy invest ing in qualit y educat ion, skills and technical and vocat ional 

t raining in Africa and worldwide. 

 

2 . Object ives — Them es and pr ior it ies — Act ivit ies that  can be funded — 

Expected im pact  

NDI CI - 2 0 2 4 - MOBAF — I nt ra- Afr ica  Academ ic Mobility Schem e 

Object ives 

The overall obj ect ive of this act ion is to increase skills and qualificat ions across the 

Afr ican cont inent .  

The specific object ives of this act ion are to:   

1. Prom ote inclusive learning m obilit y opportunit ies with a focus on clim ate change 

m it igat ion and adaptat ion in curricula and research program m es;  

2. I ncrease the em ployabilit y of higher educat ion students and t rainees, specifically in 

green jobs, and their ent repreneurship skills;  

3. I m prove the qualit y, relevance, internat ionalisat ion and clim ate change focus of 

higher educat ion in Afr ica.  

 
4 ht tps: / / haqaa.aau.org/  
5ht tps: / / com mission.europa.eu/ st rategy-and-policy/ pr ior it ies-2019-2024/ stronger-europe-world/ global-

gateway/ eu-afr ica-global-gateway- investm ent-package_en  

https://haqaa.aau.org/
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/stronger-europe-world/global-gateway/eu-africa-global-gateway-investment-package_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/stronger-europe-world/global-gateway/eu-africa-global-gateway-investment-package_en
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Them es and priorit ies (scope)  

This call is open to them es/ subject  areas aligning w ith Global Gatew ay 

priorit ies at  country level ( flagship projects) .  Each applicant  has to dem onst rate 

how they will address and cont r ibute to the sectors of the flagship projects (nat ional 

and/ or regional)  of it s count ry as listed in the table below. The projects should be able 

to dem onst rate the added value they bring to the sectors of the flagship proj ects.   

The Global Gateway flagship proj ects cover prim arily  the following sectors:  

• Clim ate and Energy ( e.g., m it igat ion, clim ate resilience, clean energy)  
• Digital  
• Educat ion and Research  
• Transport  
• Health ( e.g.,  pharm aceut ical supply chains and local m anufacturing)  

I t  is expected that  the selected projects will foster the developm ent  of skills and 

com petencies in targeted areas of academ ia ( i)  to increase the role of Higher 

Educat ion in the Global Gateway count ry and/ or regional sectoral flagship  projects 

and ( ii)  to m axim ise the benefit  for  the m obile students and t rainees through qualit y  

academ ic program m es and the t raineeships offer .  

The following link presents the sectors per count ry which should be targeted in the 

proposals by each applicant , as well as the detailed list  of flagship projects per 

count ry.  

The act ion priorit ises m easures aim ing to support  gender equalit y,  youth and wom en 

part icipat ion and em powerm ent . I n this regard, each project  is also expected to take 

adequate act ions to at t ract  m obilit y applicat ions from  wom en. The prom ot ion of 

m obilit y opportunit ies and select ion processes should be gender -sensit ive with the 

aim  to prom ote gender balance am ong the beneficiaries ( staff,  students and 

t rainees) .  

The projects should also st r ive to increase the part icipat ion  of younger students, 

t rainees and staff and part icipants with special needs or vulnerable status (e.g. 

com ing from  disadvantaged socio-econom ic backgrounds, fragile and least  developed 

count ries/ regions, with a refugee status) .  

Act ivit ies that  can be funded (scope)  

The selected projects will entail the organisat ion and im plem entat ion of internat ional 

m obilit y for students, t rainees and staff as well as the im plem entat ion of related 

inst itut ional act ivit ies.  

All act ivit ies m ust  take place within the eligibilit y period as defined in the Grant  

Agreem ent .  

The consort ium  of HEI s that  agreed to cooperate in the m obilit y project  is expected to 

also involve count ries and HEI s with lim ited or no previous experience in the I nt ra-

Afr ica program m e and to carry out  act ivit ies to st rengthen their internat ionalisat ion 

and m odernisat ion as well as their  links with the business sector.  I n order t o achieve 

this, during project  im plem entat ion the consort ium  should:   

-  Draw up a Consort ium  Agreem ent  am ong the part icipat ing HEI s with the 

object ive to reach sound m anagem ent  of t he project ,  and which should 

address all m ain aspects linked to the internal arrangem ents for coordinat ion 

and operat ion.  

https://international-partnerships.ec.europa.eu/policies/global-gateway/initiatives-region/initiatives-sub-saharan-africa_en
https://www.eacea.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2024-10/country_regional%20GG%20flagships.pdf
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-  Provide for adequate hum an resources capacit ies at  each part icipat ing HEI , t o 

deal with the adm inist rat ive and financial m anagem ent  of the grant , including 

cont inuous report ing on m obilit y data and act ivit ies.   

-  Establish a project  m anagem ent  board to ensure cohesive m anagem ent  of 

project  act ivit ies which includes representat ives of the relevant  services (e.g. 

finance, student  service, internat ional office, qualit y assurance, etc.) .   

-  Carry out  act ivit ies to reinforce the capacity of the part icipat ing HEI s, such as 

exchange of experience in internat ional relat ions offices, building networks, 

exchange of pract ices/ m ethods in teaching and research, upgrade and 

harm onisat ion of curr icula, developm ent  of new collaborat ion proj ects, etc.  

-  Set  up adequate m echanism s to carry out  the m obilit y schem e between HEI s 

from  different  count r ies and regions, including arrangem ents to com pare 

curricula and com petences and to recognise the study periods abroad.  

-  Establish links and cooperat ion agreem ents with private and/ or public business 

actors, ( including appointment in project’s boards), in view of facilitat ing 

university/ em ployer dialogue, developing, and im plem ent ing m obilit y of 

t rainees, and st rengthening career services, innovat ion, knowledge t ransfer,  as 

well as skills ant icipat ion and m atching.  

-  Set  up internal,  and where possible external,  qualit y assurance m echanism s 

and tools to assess the overall proj ect  im plem entat ion, including m anagem ent  

and cooperat ion arrangem ents, applicat ion and select ion processes, 

inst itut ional services and support  provided before, during and after m obilit y ,  

follow-up act ivit ies in post -m obilit y  periods etc. These m echanism s should also 

allow the assessment and measurement of the project’s impact at all levels.  

-  Develop a sustainabilit y plan to favour the creat ion of durable links am ong the 

HEI s involved -  and with the business sector -  and ensure the financial and 

operat ional cont inuat ion of the collaborat ion beyond EU funding.  

I n this process, the applicant  HEI  from  EU, part icipat ing as Technical Partner , is 

expected to provide advice and act ive support  through knowledge t ransfer and 

experience sharing, part icularly in the academ ic, adm inist rat ive and financial 

m anagem ent  of the project  and m obilit y schem e. I ts role and part icipat ion should be 

defined in the applicat ion and should not  be lim ited to part icipat ion in staff m obilit y.  

The act ivit ies above should lead to concrete results in term s of:   

-  Num ber of part icipat ing HEI s involved for the first  t im e in the program m e;  

-  Num ber of part icipat ing HEI s which have developed internal procedures to 

im plem ent  internat ional m obilit y projects, w ith the support  of this act ion;  

-  Num ber of HEI s which developed an internat ionalisat ion st rategy, new 

internat ional offices/ st ructures, or im proved the exist ing ones;  

-  Num ber of part icipat ing HEI s where new outcom e-based curricula are developed 

or revised as a result  of the m obilit y projects;  

-  Num ber of established agreem ents between part icipat ing HEI s and business 

partners through the m obilit y projects ( t raineeship, j oint  research projects, j oint  

publicat ions, etc.) .  

 

 

Set t ing up a m obilit y schem e  
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The consort ium  is expected to create opt im al condit ions, through qualit y support  

m easures, for  students, t rainees and staff t o undertake m obilit y periods (of work/  

study/ teaching/ research/ t raining)  at  the host  organisat ion.  

I n order to achieve this during project  im plem entat ion, the consort ium  should :  

− Develop a clear prom ot ion and visibilit y st rategy for the consort ium  including a 

dedicated proj ect  website referr ing explicit ly to the " I nt ra-Afr ica Academ ic 

Mobilit y Schem e" and providing com prehensive inform at ion about  the project  

from  the academ ic, financial and adm inist rat ive points of view. This m ust  include 

a solid j oint  prom ot ion st rategy of scholarship opportunit ies for  reaching as m any 

potent ial scholarship candidates/ applicants as possible on the Afr ican cont inent , 

with special at tent ion to fem ale candidates and to candidates with special needs 

or vulnerable status (e.g., com ing from  disadvantaged socio-econom ic 

backgrounds, fragile and least  developed count ries/ regions, with a refugee 

status) .  

− Develop a clear plan for the cont r ibut ion of the staff m obilit y t o the overall aim s of 

the project  and it s im plem entat ion.  

− Put  in place an open and cent ralised m echanism  for the select ion of students, 

t rainees and staff ( including publicat ion of the calls)  that  guarantees the 

t ransparency of the select ion process and an equitable t reatm ent  of the individual 

applicat ions.   

− Set  up procedures and crit eria for the select ion of students, t rainees and staff 

m em bers to take part  in the individual m obility act ivit ies. These select ion criteria 

should respect  the specific m obilit y criteria out lined in this Call and, for the 

students, the adm ission criteria as defined by each host  HEI . The scholarship 

applicat ion procedure and deadline should be designed in such a way to provide 

the candidates with all the necessary inform at ion well in advance and to allow 

them  with enough t im e to prepare and subm it  their applicat ion.  

− Offer com m on services and facilit ies to scholarship holders (e.g. welcom ing, 

housing, coaching, assistance before and during m obilit y, support  for  visas,  

residence and research perm its, linguist ic support ) .  

− Set  up scholarship agreem ents for  each individual m obilit y, out lining the 

scholarship condit ions, the type of m obilit y, t he period and durat ion, the r ights 

and obligat ions of the scholarship holders, et c. 

− Facilitate recognit ion of m obilit y periods through agreed m echanism s between 

hom e and host  HEI s to favour the creat ion of an Afr ican Higher Educat ion and 

Research Space. I n this view, prior t o the m obilit y, the inst itut ions involved (hom e 

and host )  should set  up:   

1.  learning agreem ents/ research plans with students (Master and 

Doctorate)  defining in part icular an individual work program m e and 

workload required to pass exam inat ions or other form s of assessm ent .  

2.  t ra ineeship agreem ents with t rainees and m obility agreem ents 

with staff defining in part icular the act ivity plan to be im plem ented 

during the m obilit y, e.g., work pract ice, lectures, research, t raining and 

capacity building act ivit ies.  

− Foresee arrangements for the monitoring of scholarship holders’ activities (e.g. 
m entoring, regular report ing, surveys) , including post -m obilit y t racking. 
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Mobility act ivit ies 

Each individual m obilit y has to be hosted in an Afr ican count ry, different  from  the 

count ry of nat ionalit y and of residence of the scholarship holders at  the t im e they 

apply for the scholarship6.   

Only HEI s from  Africa involved in the project  as applicants (beneficiaries)  can host  

m obilit y of students and staff.  

Only organisat ions (public or private)  established in the count ries of the applicants 

(beneficiaries)  HEI s from  Africa can host  t rainees. 

The following types of m obilit y are eligible:  

-  Mobilit y of students  

The m obilit y of students m ust  take place in the fram ework of accredited m aster level 

courses7 and doctoral program m es8 offered by the African HEI s involved in the proj ect  

as applicants (beneficiaries)  and linked to the chosen priorit y area(s)  of the project . A 

proof of accreditat ion m ay be asked by the Agency for all the program m es indicated 

in the applicat ion during proj ect  im plem entat ion.  

At  the t im e they apply for  a scholarship, candidates m ust  be nat ional of and resident  

in an African count ry.  

Two categories of students will be supported:   

- Target  group 1 :  students registered/ adm it ted in or having obtained a degree 

from  one of the African applicant  HEI s (beneficiaries)  involved in the 

consort ium   

- Target  Group 2 : students registered/ adm it ted in or having obtained a degree 

from  another HEI  which is not  part icipat ing as applicant  (beneficiary)  but  is 

established in Africa.  

Students can only receive one scholarship under the projects selected in the 

fram ework of the I nt ra-Afr ica Academ ic Mobilit y  Schem e 2022-2027. 

Student  m obilit y can be of short  term , i.e. credit - seek ing m obility  ( leading to the 

academ ic recognit ion by the hom e HEI  of the study/ research period spent  at  the host  

HEI 9)  or for a com plete course of an academ ic program m e, i.e. degree- seek ing 

m obility  ( leading to the award of a degree by the host  HEI  after  the successful 

com plet ion of the studies) .  

Student  m obilit y m ay include a placem ent  period in the sam e count ry of the host  HEI ,  

provided that  the placem ent  is recognised as an integral part  of their student’s 
m obilit y program m e.  

The consort ium  should ensure the academ ic recognit ion of periods of study, t raining 

and research through agreed m echanism s between the hom e HEI  and the host  HEI .  

At  the end of the period of study/ research, t he host  HEI  will provide the incom ing 

student  and the hom e HEI  with a diplom a and/ or t ranscript  of records with the study 

 
6 Mobility should be physical.  A lim ited per iod of v ir tual m obility m ight  be allowed if duly just if ied, to 

respond to except ional circumstances such as pandem ic or war, upon pr ior author isat ion by the Agency.  
7 Level 7 of the I nternat ional Standard Classificat ion of Educat ion- I SCED 2011 
8 Level 8 of the I nternat ional Standard Classificat ion of Educat ion- I SCED 2011 
9 This includes sandwich m obility program mes with per iod of study and/ or research spent  both at  hom e and 

host  universit ies e.g. as visit ing doctoral researcher/ PhD student  for a per iod of research and or study 

abroad in a partner university, as Doctorate/ PhD sandwich with joint  supervision between the two 

inst itut ions. I n line with the mobility definit ion, only the per iod of study/ research spent  abroad at the host  

HEI  can be counted to determine the eligible scholarship amount . 
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results confirm ing the act ivit ies com pleted.  Where relevant , delivery of a diplom a 

supplem ent  is also recom m ended.  

-  Mobilit y of t ra inees  

At  the t im e they apply for  a scholarship, candidates m ust  be nat ional of and resident  

in an African count ry.  

They should be enrolled in a Bachelor/ Master/ Doctorate program m e in one of the 

applicant  HEI s (beneficiaries)  from  Africa involved in the consort ium .   

The m obilit y of t rainees will entail placem ent  periods ( t raineeship)  in private or public 

organisations/business actors as part of the trainees’ academic programme.  

Trainees will gain substant ial and m eaningful workplace experience in the project  

priorit y area(s)  to increase their em ployabilit y.  The applicant  HEI s established in the 

host  count ry should be involved in the organisat ion and im plem entat ion of the 

m obilit y, and it  is therefore expected to reinforce their  career/ job placem ent  services 

and their partnerships with the private and public sector. The consort ium  should 

ensure the academ ic recognit ion by the hom e HEI  of the t raineeship period abroad.    

-  Staff m obilit y   

At  the t im e they apply for a scholarship, candidates m ust  be staff m em bers working 

for one of the applicant  HEI s (beneficiaries)  involved in the consort ium  ( including the 

EU Technical Partner) .  

Staff m obilit y can involve academ ic, adm inist rat ive, and technical staff. The related 

act ivit ies m ay vary from  teaching assignm ents, research act ivit ies, t o adm inist rat ive 

tasks, at tendance in/ delivery of t raining courses, curriculum  developm ent  act ivit ies, 

technical support  et c. Staff m obilit y should aim  at  fostering exchange of pract ices,  

capacity building as well as im provem ent  of (m anagem ent /  academ ic/  technical/  

adm inist rat ive)  skills. I t  should also lead to im provem ent  in the harm onisat ion and 

recognit ion of studies within the part icipat ing HEI s as well as in the qualit y of teaching 

and research.  

Staff from  the EU Technical partner will be eligible to part icipate in m obilit y periods in 

one of the applicants (beneficiaries)  HEI s in Afr ica10 with the aim  of further support ing 

the m anagem ent  and im plem entat ion of the project  and m obilit y schem e from  an 

academ ic, adm inist rat ive and financial point  of view.   

Staff m obilit y is an integral and im portant  com ponent  of the proj ect  and should be 

planned and carried out  on t im e and in a st rategic m anner in view of the achievem en t  

of the project’s objectives.  

Scholarship holders cannot  benefit  from  another EU funded scholarship schem e (e.g.,  

I nt ra-Afr ica Academ ic Mobilit y Schem e, Erasm us+ :  Erasm us Mundus Joint  Master  

Degrees)  to im plem ent  the sam e act ivity during their I nt ra-Afr ica m obilit y period.  

To avoid ir regularit ies in the select ion of scholarship holders, the consort ium  m ust  

request  the following:   

• To the students:  t o declare (both at  applicat ion stage and in the scholarship 

holder agreem ent )  not  to have already benefit ted from  a previous student  

scholarship under the projects selected in the fram ework of the I nt ra-Afr ica 

Academ ic Mobilit y Schem e 2022-2027. 

 
10 Staff m obility from the Afr ican applicants (beneficiar ies)  HEI s to the EU Technical partner is not allowed. 
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• To students, t rainees and staff:  to com m it  (both at  applicat ion stage and in the 

scholarship agreem ent )  not  to benefit  from  another EU funded scholarship 

schem e (e.g.,  I nt ra-Afr ica Academ ic Mobilit y Schem e, Erasm us+ :  Erasm us 

Mundus Joint  Master Degrees)  to im plem ent  the sam e act ivity during their  

I nt ra-Afr ica m obilit y per iod.  

• To students, t rainees, and staff:  to reim burse the financial support  in case of 

incom plete or false declarat ion.  

The consort ium  should take responsibilit y to ensure that  the scholarship holders 

selected are eligible according to the criteria specified in this Call.   

The individual m obilit y should norm ally respect  t he following durat ions:   

 

Type of m obility  Min/ m ax durat ion 

Master students 4 to 24 m onths  

Doctoral candidates 6 to 36 m onths  

Trainees 3 to 6 m onths 

Staff m em bers 2 weeks to 3 m onths 

 

Shorter or longer durat ions are possible if duly just ified and authorised by the 

Agency. 

I n addit ion, regarding the individual m obilit y types specified above, each proj ect  is 

recom m ended to respect  the following indicat ive targets:   

− Minim um  percentage of scholarship holders per type of m obilit y:   

Type of m obility  Percentage 

Master students 45%  

Doctoral candidates 10%  

Trainees 20%  

Staff m em bers 10%  

 

− Minim um  25%  of the num ber of student  scholarship holders (Master students 

and Doctoral candidates)  are credit - seeking. 

− Balanced dist r ibut ion of the num ber of m obilit y flows am ong the applicant  

(beneficiaries)  HEI s from  Africa ( taking into account  the operat ional capacity to 

m anage m obilit y and the capacity t o host  and send scholarship holders) . 

− Minim um  25%  of the total num ber of scholarship holders are wom en.  

− Minim um  10%  of the total num ber of scholarship holders are with special needs 

or vulnerable status (e.g.,  com ing from  disadvantaged socio-econom ic 

backgrounds, fragile and least  developed count ries/ regions, with a refugee 

status) .  

− Maxim um  20%  of the total num ber of scholarship holders are of the sam e 

nat ionalit y. 
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Dissem inat ion act ivit ies 

Each project  is expected to cont r ibute to increasing the qualit y,  relevance and 

internat ionalisat ion of higher educat ion in Africa. During the im plem entat ion phase, 

the consortium will be required to disseminate the projects’ results, in particular in 
the area of research and policy dialogue. The project  is therefore expected to (where 

relevant ) :   

• Prom ote joint  research projects and j oint  publicat ions – developed between 

HEI s and/ or cent res of excellence.  

• Prom ote shared policy papers with policy m akers in the part icipat ing count ries.  

• Prom ote dissem inat ion act ivit ies on best  pract ices and the knowledge gained 

through the projects by involving public and private partnerships.  

• Support  the dissem inat ion of results by involving as m any internal and 

external stakeholders and part icipants as possible.  

Expected im pact  

The outputs to be delivered by this act ion and cont r ibut ing to the Specific Object ives 

are:   

At  system  level 

• I m proved m echanism s for the internat ional t ransparency and recognit ion of 

studies/ degrees and qualificat ions in the part icipat ing HEI s.   

• I m proved knowledge t ransfer between HEI s, qualit y of higher educat ion and 

inform at ion exchange on study opportunit ies in the Afr ican Higher Educat ion 

and Research Space.   

At  inst itut ional level 

• St rengthened HEI s capacity t o m anage internat ional partnerships, m obilit y 

flows and career services.   

• I ncreased num ber of partnerships and networks am ong HEI s in Africa, in 

part icular in the research area at  regional and cont inental level.  

• Enhanced cooperat ion between HEI s and business, including on clim ate change 

area.   

At  individual level 

• Enhanced knowledge, com petences, skills and em ployabilit y of scholarship 

holders. 

• Knowledge, com petences and skills in the field of clim ate change adaptat ion 

and m it igat ion are st rengthened across count ries and stakeholders.  

• I ncreased part icipat ion of wom en and increased num ber of Afr ican wom en 

holding a post -graduate degree.   

• Access to post -graduate degrees is diversified with special at tent ion to 

students with special needs or vulnerable status (e.g.,  com ing from  

disadvantaged socio-econom ic backgrounds, fragile and least  developed 

count ries/ regions, with a refugee status) .  
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3 . Available  budget  

The est im ated available call budget  is EUR 2 9  0 0 0  0 0 0 . 

We expect  to fund 20 projects.  

We reserve the r ight  not  to award all available funds or t o redist r ibute them  between 

the call priorit ies, depending on the proposals received and the results of the 

evaluat ion.  

 

4 . Tim etable  and deadlines 

Tim etable and deadlines ( indicat ive)  

Call opening:  14 November 2024 

Deadline for subm ission:  30 January 2025 – 17: 00: 00 CET 

(Brussels)11 

Evaluat ion:  February-May 2025 

I nform at ion on evaluat ion results:  July 2025 

GA signature:  October 2025 

 

5 . Adm issibility and docum ents 

Proposals m ust  be subm it ted before the call deadline  ( see t im etable sect ion 4) .  

Proposals m ust  be subm it ted elect ronically  v ia the Funding & Tenders Portal 

Elect ronic Subm ission System  (accessible via the Topic page in the Search Funding & 

Tenders sect ion) .  Paper subm issions are NOT possible. 

Proposals ( including annexes and support ing docum ents)  m ust  be subm it ted using 

the form s provided inside the Subm ission System  (  NOT the docum ents available 

on the Topic page — they are only for inform at ion) . 

Proposals m ust  be com plete  and contain all the requested inform at ion and all 

required annexes and support ing docum ents:  

− Applicat ion Form  Part  A — contains adm inist rat ive inform at ion about  the 

part icipants ( future coordinator, beneficiaries and affiliated ent it ies)  and the 

sum m arised budget  for the project  ( to be filled in direct ly online)  

− Applicat ion Form  Part  B — contains the technical descript ion  of the project  ( to 

be downloaded from  the Portal Subm ission System , com pleted and then 

assem bled and re-uploaded)  

 
11  To check your t im e zone equivalent , see Tim e Zone Converter – Time Difference Calculator 

( t im eanddate.com )  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html
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− m andatory annexes and support ing docum ents ( tem plates available to be 

downloaded from  the Portal Subm ission System , com pleted, assem bled and 

re-uploaded) :  

− detailed budget  table/ calculator  

− CVs of core project  team :  not  applicable 

− act ivity reports of last  year:  not  applicable 

− list  of previous projects (key proj ects for the last  4 years)  ( tem plate 

available in Part  B)  

− list  of academ ic program m es. 

At  proposal subm ission, you will have to confirm  that  you have the m andate  to act  

for  all applicants. Moreover, you will have to confirm  that  the inform at ion in the 

applicat ion is correct  and com plete and that  the part icipants com ply with the 

condit ions for  receiving EU funding (especially  eligibilit y, financial and operat ional 

capacity, exclusion, et c) . Before signing the grant , each beneficiary and affiliated 

ent it y will have to confirm  this again by signing a declarat ion of honour (DoH) . 

Proposals without  full support  will be rej ected.  

Your applicat ion m ust  be readable ,  accessible and  printable .  

Proposals are lim ited to m axim um  7 0  pages (Part  B) . Evaluators will not  consider 

any addit ional pages. Shorter proposals are welcom e. 

You m ay be asked at  a later stage for further docum ents ( for legal ent it y validat ion, 

financial capacity check, bank account  validat ion, et c) .  

 For m ore inform at ion about  the subm ission process ( including I T aspects) , consult  

the Online Manual. 

 

6 . Eligibility  

Applicat ions will only be considered eligible if their content  corresponds wholly (or at  

least  in part )  to the topic descript ion for  which they are subm it ted. 

Eligible part icipants (eligible count r ies)  

I n order to be eligible, the applicants (beneficiaries and affiliated ent it ies)  m ust :  

− be legal ent it ies (public or private bodies)  

− be established in one of the eligible count r ies,  i.e.:  

− EU Mem ber States and overseas count ries and terr itories (OCTs)  

− African count ries:  

− East  and Cent ra l Afr ica: 

Burundi, Cam eroon, Cent ral Afr ican Republic, Congo, Dem ocrat ic 

Republic of the Congo, Dj ibout i, Equatorial Guinea, Erit rea, 

Ethiopia, Gabon, Kenya, Rwanda, São Tom é and Príncipe, 

Som alia, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/om_en.pdf
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− Southern Afr ica  and I ndian Ocean: 

Angola, Botswana, Com oros, Eswat ini, Lesotho, Madagascar, 

Malawi, Maurit ius, Mozam bique, Nam ibia, Seychelles, South 

Afr ica, Zam bia, Zim babwe.  

− W estern Afr ica: 

Benin, Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Côte d’Ivoire, The Gam bia,  

Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali,  Mauritania, Niger,  

Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo 

− be a higher educat ion inst itut ion (HEI )  accredited by the com petent  nat ional 

authorit ies and providing courses at  postgraduate level ( m aster ’s level and/ or 

doctoral degree)  which lead to a qualificat ion recognised by the com petent  

authorit ies of their  count ry (— independent ly of their  nam e, ‘university ’ 
‘polytechnic’,  ‘college’,  ‘inst itute’ or other) .  

Beneficiaries and affiliated ent it ies m ust  register in the Part icipant  Register  — before 

subm it t ing the proposal — and will have to be validated by the Cent ral Validat ion 

Service (REA Validat ion) . For the validat ion, they will be requested to upload 

docum ents showing legal status and origin.  

Other ent it ies m ay part icipate in other consort ium  roles, such as associated partners, 

subcont ractors, third part ies giving in-kind cont r ibut ions, etc ( see sect ion 13) .  

Specific cases 

Natural persons — Natural persons are NOT eligible.  

I nternat ional organisat ions — I nternat ional organisat ions are not  eligible.  

Ent it ies without  legal personalit y — Ent it ies which do not  have legal personalit y under 

their nat ional law m ay except ionally part icipate, provided that  their representat ives 

have the capacity to undertake legal obligat ions on their behalf, and offer guarantees 

for the protect ion of t he EU financial interests equivalent  to that  offered by legal 

persons12.  

EU bodies — EU bodies (with the except ion of the European Com m ission Joint  

Research Cent re)  can NOT be part  of the consort ium .  

Associat ions and interest  groupings — Ent it ies com posed of m em bers m ay part icipate 

as ‘sole beneficiaries’ or ‘beneficiaries without legal personality’13.  Please note that  

if the act ion will be im plem ented by the m em bers, t hey should also part icipate (either 

as beneficiaries or as affiliated ent it ies, otherwise their costs will NOT be eligible) .  

EU rest r ict ive m easures — Special rules apply for certain ent it ies (e.g. ent it ies subject  

to EU rest r ict ive m easures under Art icle 29 of the Treaty on the European Union 

(TEU)  and Art icle 215 of the Treaty on the Funct ioning of the EU (TFEU) 14) .  Such 

ent it ies are not  eligible to part icipate in any capacity, including as beneficiaries, 

affiliated ent it ies, associated partners, subcont ractors or recipients of financial 

support  to third part ies ( if any) .  

 
12  See Art icle 197(2) (c)  EU Financial Regulat ion 2018/ 1046. 
13  For the definit ions, see Art icles 187(2)  and 197(2) (c)  EU Financial Regulat ion 2018/ 1046. 
14  Please note that  the EU Official Journal contains the official list  and, in case of conflict , its content  

prevails over that  of the EU Sanct ions Map.    

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/participant-register
http://www.sanctionsmap.eu/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018R1046
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018R1046
http://www.sanctionsmap.eu/
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 For m ore inform at ion, see Rules for Legal Ent ity Validat ion, LEAR Appointm ent  and 

Financial Capacity Assessm ent .  

Consort ium  com posit ion 

Proposals m ust  be subm it ted by a consort ium  of at  least  5 and m axim um  7 applicants 

(beneficiaries;  not  affiliated ent it ies) , which com plies with the following condit ions:   

− Minim um  4 and m axim um  6 HEI s from  the eligible count r ies in the following 

Afr ican regions:  East  and Cent ral Afr ica, Southern Afr ica and I ndian Ocean, 

West  Africa 

− One HEI  from  one of the EU Mem ber States (EU technical partner)  

− Maxim um  2 HEI s from  the sam e eligible count ry in Africa.  

− Minim um  three  (3)  different  eligible count r ies in Afr ica represent ing at  least  

tw o (2)  of the three ( 3)  eligible African regions, i.e. East  and Cent ral Afr ica;  

Southern Afr ica and I ndian Ocean;  West  Afr ica. 

The applicant  act ing as coordinator m ust  be a Higher Educat ion I nst itut ion established 

in Afr ica and can only act  as coordinator in one awarded proposal under this call for  

proposals.  

Other ent it ies which part icipate in the consort ium  as associated partners m ust  be 

established in Africa. This includes North Afr ica (Algeria, Egypt ,  Libya, Morocco, 

Tunisia) . 

Eligible act ivit ies 

Applicat ions will only be considered eligible if their content  corresponds, wholly or in 

part , to the topic descript ion for which it  is subm it ted.  

Eligible act ivit ies are the ones set  out  in sect ion 2 above. 

Proj ects should take into account  the result s of projects supported by other EU 

funding program m es. The com plem entarit ies m ust  be described in the project  

proposals (Part  B of the Applicat ion Form ) . 

Proj ects m ust  com ply with EU policy interests and priorit ies (such as EU-Africa 

policies, etc) .  

Geographic locat ion ( target  count r ies)  

Proposals m ust  relate to act ivit ies taking place in the eligible count r ies (see above) .  

Students and t rainees m ust  be nat ional of and resident  in an African count ry. This 

includes North Africa (Algeria,  Egypt , Libya, Morocco, Tunisia) .  

Durat ion 

Projects should norm ally last  48 m onths.  

Extensions are possible, if duly just ified and through an am endm ent . 

Ethics and values 

Projects m ust  com ply with:  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/rules-lev-lear-fca_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/rules-lev-lear-fca_en.pdf
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− highest  ethical standards and integrity  

− applicable EU, internat ional and nat ional law.  

The beneficiaries m ust  pay part icular  at tent ion to the principle of proport ionalit y,  the 

r ight  to privacy, the r ight  to the protect ion of personal data, the r ight  t o non -

discrim inat ion, the need to ensure protect ion of the environm ent  and high levels of 

hum an health protect ion. 

They m ust  respect  hum an rights, environm ental legislat ion applicable in the count ries 

where the act ion is taking place and internat ionally agreed core labour standards 

(e.g. the I LO core labour standards, convent ions on freedom  of associat ion and 

collect ive bargaining, elim inat ion of forced and com pulsory labour, elim inat ion of 

discrim inat ion in respect  of em ploym ent  and occupat ion, and the abolit ion of child 

labour) .  

They m ust  respect  the r ight  to the physical and m ental integrity of a person ( including 

no physical abuse or punishm ent , threats of physical abuse, sexual abuse or 

exploitat ion, harassm ent  and verbal abuse, as well as other form s of int im idat ion) . 

Such incidents ( if any)  m ust  be reported to the grant ing authority within 30 days of 

when the beneficiary learned about  them .  

Any form  of conflict  of interest , bribery or corrupt ion is prohibited under this 

Agreem ent . Project  tasks m ust  be im plem ented in a t ransparent  and object ive way, in 

the sole interest  of the project  and avoiding any conflicts of interest . Part icipants 

m ust  not  give or receive (or prom ise or agree to)  any gift ,  gratuity, com m ission or 

considerat ion of any kind as an inducem ent  or reward for perform ing or refraining 

from  perform ing any act  relat ing to the proj ect  or for showing favour or disfavour to 

any person in relat ion to the project . They m ust  com ply with all applicable laws and 

regulat ions and codes relat ing to ant i-bribery and ant i- corrupt ion. 

 

7 . Financia l and operat ional capacity and exclusion 

Financial capacity  

Applicants m ust  have stable  and sufficient  resources to successfully im plem ent  

the projects and cont r ibute their share. Organisat ions part icipat ing in several proj ects 

m ust  have sufficient  capacity to im plem ent  all these projects.  

The financial capacity check will be carried out  on the basis of the docum ents you will 

be requested to upload in the Part icipant  Register  during grant  preparat ion (e.g. profit  

and loss account  and balance sheet , business plan, audit  report  produced by an 

approved external auditor,  cert ifying the accounts for  the last  closed financial year ,  

etc) . The analysis will be based on neut ral financial indicators, but  will also take into 

account  other aspects, such as dependency on EU funding and deficit  and revenue in 

previous years.  

The check will norm ally be done for all coordinators, except :  

− public bodies (ent it ies established as public body under nat ional law, including 

local, regional or nat ional authorit ies)  or internat ional organisat ions. 

− if the individual requested grant  am ount  is not  m ore than EUR 60 000. 

I f needed, it  m ay also be done for affiliated ent it ies. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/participant-register
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I f we consider that  your financial capacity is not  sat isfactory, we m ay require:  

− further inform at ion 

− an enhanced financial responsibilit y regim e, i.e. j oint  and several responsibilit y 

for  all beneficiaries or joint  and several liabilit y of affiliated ent it ies ( see below, 

sect ion 10)  

− prefinancing paid in instalm ents  

− (one or m ore)  prefinancing guarantees (see below, sect ion 10)  

or  

− propose no prefinancing 

− request  that  you are replaced or, if needed, reject  the ent ire proposal.  

 For m ore inform at ion, see Rules for Legal Ent ity Validat ion, LEAR Appointm ent  and 

Financial Capacity Assessm ent .  

Operat ional capacity  

Applicants m ust  have the know - how , qualif icat ions and resources to successfully 

im plem ent  the projects and cont r ibute their  share ( including sufficient  experience in 

projects of com parable size and nature) .  

This capacity will be assessed together with the ‘Implementation’ award crit erion, on 

the basis of the com petence and experience of the applicants and their  project  team s, 

including operat ional resources (hum an, t echnical and other)  or, except ionally, the 

m easures proposed to obtain it  by the t im e the task im plem entat ion starts.  

I f the evaluat ion of the award criterion is posit ive, the applicants are considered to 

have sufficient  operat ional capacity.  

Applicants will have to show their  capacity via the following inform at ion:  

− general profiles (qualificat ions and experiences)  of the staff responsible for 

m anaging and im plem ent ing the project  

− descript ion of the consort ium  part icipants 

− list  of previous projects (key projects for  the last  4 years;  tem plate available in 

Part  B) .  

Addit ional support ing docum ents m ay be requested, if needed to confirm  the 

operat ional capacity of any applicant .  

Exclusion 

Applicants which are subject  to an EU exclusion decision  or in one of the following 

exclusion situat ions t hat  bar them  from  receiving EU funding can NOT part icipate15:  

− bankruptcy, winding up, affairs adm inistered by the court s, arrangem ent  with 

creditors, suspended business act ivit ies or other sim ilar procedures ( including  

procedures for  persons with unlim ited liabilit y for  the applicant’s debts)  

 
15  See Art icles 136 and 141 of EU Financial Regulat ion 2018/ 1046. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/rules-lev-lear-fca_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/rules-lev-lear-fca_en.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018R1046


Call:  NDI CI -2024-MOBAF — Int ra-Afr ica Academ ic Mobility Schem e 

 

EU Grants:  Call docum ent  (NDI CI  MOBAF) :  V1.0 – 15.06.2024 

21 

− in breach of social secur ity or tax obligat ions ( including if done by persons with 

unlimited liability for the applicant’s debts) 

− guilt y of grave professional m isconduct 16 ( including if done by persons having 

powers of representat ion, decision-m aking or cont rol, beneficial owners or 

persons who are essent ial for the award/ im plem entat ion of the grant )  

− com m it ted fraud, corrupt ion, links to a crim inal organisat ion, m oney 

laundering, t errorism - related crim es ( including terrorism  financing) , child 

labour or hum an t rafficking ( including if done by persons having powers of 

representat ion, decision-m aking or cont rol,  beneficial owners or persons who 

are essent ial for the award/ im plem entat ion of the grant )  

− shown significant  deficiencies in com plying with m ain obligat ions under an EU 

procurem ent  cont ract ,  grant  agreem ent , prize, expert  cont ract , or sim ilar  

( including if done by persons having powers of representat ion, 

decision-m aking or cont rol,  beneficial owners or persons who are essent ial for  

the award/ im plem entat ion of the grant )  

− guilt y of ir regularit ies within the m eaning of Art icle 1(2)  of EU Regulat ion 

2988/ 95 ( including if done by persons having powers of representat ion, 

decision-m aking or cont rol,  beneficial owners or persons who are essent ial for  

the award/ im plem entat ion of the grant )  

− created under a different  j urisdict ion with the intent  to circum vent  fiscal, social 

or  other legal obligat ions in the count ry of origin or created another ent it y with 

this purpose ( including if done by persons having powers of representat ion, 

decision-m aking or cont rol,  beneficial owners or persons who are essent ial for  

the award/ im plem entat ion of the grant ) .  

Applicants will also be rejected if it  turns out  that 17:   

− during the award procedure they m isrepresented inform at ion required as a 

condit ion for  part icipat ing or failed to supply that  inform at ion  

− they were previously involved in the preparat ion of the call,  and this entails a 

distort ion of com pet it ion that  cannot  be rem edied otherwise (conflict  of 

interest ) .  

8 . Evaluat ion and aw ard procedure 

The proposals will have to follow the standard subm ission and evaluat ion 

procedure  (one-stage subm ission +  one-step evaluat ion) .  

An evaluat ion com m it tee  (assisted by independent  outside expert s)  will assess all 

applicat ions. Proposals will first  be checked for form al requirem ents (adm issibilit y, 

and eligibilit y,  see sect ions 5 and 6) . Proposals found adm issible and eligible will be 

evaluated against  the operat ional capacity and award criteria ( see sect ions 7 and 9)  

and then ranked according to their  scores. 

 
16  Professional m isconduct  includes:  violat ion of ethical standards of the profession, wrongful conduct  

with im pact on professional credibility, false declarat ions/ m isrepresentat ion of inform at ion, 

part icipat ion in a cartel or other agreem ent  distort ing com pet it ion, v iolat ion of I PR, at tem pt ing to 

influence decision-m aking processes or obtain confident ial inform at ion from  public author it ies to gain 

advantage. 
17  See Art icle 141 EU Financial Regulat ion 2018/ 1046. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:31995R2988&qid=1501598622514
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018R1046


Call:  NDI CI -2024-MOBAF — Int ra-Afr ica Academ ic Mobility Schem e 

 

EU Grants:  Call docum ent  (NDI CI  MOBAF) :  V1.0 – 15.06.2024 

22 

For proposals with the sam e score a prior ity order  will be determ ined according to 

the following approach:  

Successively for every group of ex aequo proposals, start ing with the highest  

scored group, and cont inuing in descending order:  

1)  Projects focusing on a them e that  is not  otherwise covered by higher ranked 

projects will be considered to have the highest  priorit y.  

2)  The ex aequo proposals within the sam e topic will be priorit ised according to 

the scores they have been awarded for the award criterion ‘I m plem entat ion ’.  
When these scores are equal, priorit y will be based on their scores for the 

criterion ‘Relevance’.  When these scores are equal, priorit y  will be based on 

their scores for the criterion ‘Sustainabilit y ’.  

3)  I f this does not  allow to determ ine the priorit y, a further priorit isat ion can be 

done by considering the overall project  port folio and the creat ion of posit ive 

synergies between proj ects, or  other factors related to the object ives of the 

call.  These factors will be docum ented in the panel report .  

4)  After that , the rem ainder of the available call budget  will be used to fund 

projects across the different  topics in order t o ensure a balanced spread of the 

geographical and them at ic coverage and while respect ing to the m axim um  

possible extent  the order of m erit  based on the evaluat ion of the award 

criteria.  

All proposals will be inform ed about  the evaluat ion result  ( evaluat ion result  let ter ) .  

Successful proposals will be invit ed for grant  preparat ion;  the other ones will be put  

on the reserve list  or rej ected.  

 No com m itm ent  for funding — I nvitat ion to grant  preparat ion does NOT const itute 

a form al com m itm ent  for funding. We will st ill need to m ake various legal checks 

before grant  award:  legal ent it y validat ion, financial capacity,  exclusion check, etc.  

Grant  preparat ion  will involve a dialogue in order t o fine- tune technical or financial 

aspects of the project  and m ay require ext ra inform at ion from  your side. I t  m ay also 

include adjustm ents to the proposal t o address recom m endat ions of the evaluat ion 

com m it tee or other concerns. Com pliance will be a pre- condit ion for signing the grant .  

I f you believe that  the evaluat ion procedure was flawed, you can subm it  a com plaint  

( following the deadlines and procedures set  out  in the evaluat ion result  let ter) .  Please 

note that  not ificat ions which have not  been opened within 10 days after  sending will 

be considered to have been accessed and that  deadlines will be counted from  

opening/ access (see also Funding & Tenders Portal Term s and Condit ions) .  Please also 

be aware that  for com plaints subm it ted elect ronically , there m ay be character 

lim itat ions. 

9 . Aw ard cr iter ia  

The aw ard criter ia  for this call are as follows:  

1 . Relevance ( 2 0  points) : 

− How relevant  is the proposal to the object ives and priorit ies of the call for  

proposals and to the specific them es/ sectors/ areas or any other specific 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/ftp/tc_en.pdf
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requirem ents stated in the call? Are the expected results of the act ion 

aligned with the priorit ies defined in sect ion 2 ? 

− How relevant  is the proposal t o the part icular needs and const raints of the 

target  count ry( ies) , region(s)  and/ or relevant  sectors ( including synergy 

with other developm ent  init iat ives and avoidance of duplicat ion)? 

− How clearly defined and st rategically chosen are those involved ( final 

recipients, target  groups)? Have their needs (as r ights holders and/ or duty 

bearers)  and const raint s been clearly defined and does the proposal address 

them  appropriately? 

− Does the proposal contain part icular  added-value elem ents (e.g. innovat ion, 

best  pract ices) ? 

2 . Design ( 3 0  points) :  

− How coherent  is the design of the act ion? Does the proposal indicate the 

expected results t o be achieved by the act ion?  Are results (output , 

outcom e and im pact )  realist ic? 

− Does the intervent ion logic explain the rat ionale to achieve the expected 

results? Are the act ivit ies proposed appropriate, pract ical, and consistent  

with the envisaged outputs and outcom e(s)  and in line with sect ion 2? 

− Does the design reflect  a robust  analysis of the problem s involved, and the 

capacit ies of the relevant  stakeholders? 

− Does the design take into account  external factors ( r isks and assum pt ions)? 

− Are the proposed academic programmes for students’ mobility and the 
mobility activities of trainees and staff appropriate to achieve the project’s 
object ives? 

− To which extent  does the proposal integrate relevant  cross-cut t ing elem ents 

such as environm ental/ clim ate change issues, prom ot ion of gender equalit y 

and equal opportunit ies, needs of vulnerable people?  

− To which extent  does the proposal include count ries and applicants with 

different  levels of experience in the program m e ( i.e. a balance between 

universit ies of different  capacity and experience)  and a plan to involve and 

build capacity of less experienced applicants? 

3 . I m plem entat ion ( 3 5  points) : 

− I s the work plan for im plem ent ing the act ion clear and feasible? I s the 

t im eline realist ic? 

− Are the proposed cooperat ion arrangem ents, governing bodies and 

m anagem ent  tools appropriate to ensure an efficient  project  m anagem ent  

and im plem entat ion of t he m obilit y schem e? 

− Does the proposal include an effect ive and efficient  m onitoring system ? I s 

there an evaluat ion planned( internal or external, during or/ and at  the end 

of the im plem entat ion)? Does it  include tools/ indicators to m easure the 

im pact  of the proj ect  at  individual, inst itut ional and nat ional/ regional levels? 
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− Does the proposal include appropriate m easures to assess the academ ic and 

traineeship offer and to monitor the scholarship holders’ activities? 

− Is the applicants’ level of involvement and participation in the action 
sat isfactory? 

− Are there adequate plans to integrate the organisat ions host ing t raineeship 

m obilit y in the proj ect  as well as other relevant  organisat ions which m ay 

cont r ibute to the achievem ent  of project  results? 

− Does the proposal include an appropriate com m unicat ion and dissem inat ion 

st rategy? 

4 . Sustainability ( 1 5  points) :  

− I s the act ion likely t o ensure long last ing benefit s to the target  groups? 

− I s the act ion likely t o have m ult iplier effects, including scope for replicat ion, 

capitalisat ion on experience and knowledge shar ing? 

− Are the expected result s of t he proposed act ion sustainable? 

− financially (e.g. financing of follow-up act ivit ies, sources of revenue for 

covering all future operat ing and m aintenance costs)  

− inst itut ionally (will st ructures allow the results of the act ion to be 

sustained at  the end of the act ion? w ill there be local ‘ownership’ of the 
results of the act ion?)  

− at  policy level (where applicable;  what  will be the st ructural im pact  of 

the act ion, e.g. im proved legislat ion, codes of conduct , m ethods)   

− environm entally ( if applicable;  will the act ion have a negat ive/ posit ive 

environm ental im pact?)  

 

Aw ard criteria  Minim um  

pass score 

Maxim um  

score 

Relevance  n/ a 20 

Design n/ a 30 

I m plementat ion n/ a 35 

Sustainability  n/ a 15 

Overall ( pass)  scores 5 0  1 0 0  

 

Maxim um  points:  100 points.  

I ndividual thresholds per criterion:  n/ a. 

Overall threshold:  50 
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Proposals that  pass the overall threshold will be considered for funding — within the 

lim its of the available budget  ( i.e. up to the budget  ceiling) . Other proposals will be 

rej ected.  

 

1 0 . Legal and f inancial set - up of the Grant  Agreem ents 

I f you pass evaluat ion, your project  will be invited for grant  preparat ion, where you 

will be asked to prepare the Grant  Agreem ent  t ogether with the EU Project  Officer.  

This Grant  Agreem ent  will set  the fram ework for your grant  and its term s and 

condit ions, in part icular  concerning deliverables, report ing and paym ents.  

The Model Grant  Agreem ent  that  will be used (and all other relevant  tem plates and 

guidance docum ents)  can be found on Portal Reference Docum ents. 

Start ing date and project  durat ion 

The project  start ing date and durat ion will be fixed in the Grant  Agreem ent  (Data 

Sheet , point  1) .  Norm ally the start ing date will be after grant  signature. A ret roact ive 

start ing date can be granted except ionally for duly just ified reasons — but  never 

earlier  than the proposal subm ission date.  

Proj ect  durat ion:  see sect ion 6 above.  

Proj ects of longer durat ion m ay be accepted in duly just ified cases. Extensions are 

possible, if duly just ified and through an am endm ent .  

Milestones and deliverables 

The m ilestones and deliverables for each project  will be m anaged through the Portal 

Grant  Managem ent  System  and will be reflected in Annex 1 of the Grant  Agreem ent .  

The following it em s should be included in the applicat ion as m ain expected 

deliverables during project  im plem entat ion:  

− Project  websit e (due by the t im e the first  scholarship opportunit ies need to be 

advert ised to the applicants)  

− Prom ot ion m aterials 

− Tem plates for  scholarship agreem ent , learning agreem ent , m obilit y  

agreem ent , t ranscript  of records, diplom a supplem ent  and t raineeship 

agreem ent   

− Signed m inutes of the select ion m eet ings  

− I nternal/ external qualit y review (periodic if relevant )  reports on the academ ic 

and traineeship offer and for monitoring scholarship holders’ activities 

− Success indicators on the im pact  of the project  at  individual, inst itut ional and 

at  policy level levels 

− Dissem inat ion st rategy 

− Operat ional and financial sustainabilit y plan 

Applicants are recom m ended to lim it  the num ber of deliverables categories to a 

m axim um  of 15 in total.  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents


Call:  NDI CI -2024-MOBAF — Int ra-Afr ica Academ ic Mobility Schem e 

 

EU Grants:  Call docum ent  (NDI CI  MOBAF) :  V1.0 – 15.06.2024 

26 

Form  of grant , funding rate and m axim um  grant  am ount  

The grant  param eters (m axim um  grant  am ount , funding rate, total eligible costs, etc)  

will be fixed in the Grant  Agreem ent  (Data Sheet , point  3 and art  5) .  

Proj ect  budget  (m axim um  grant  am ount ) :  EUR 1 450 000 per proj ect .  

The grant  awarded m ay be lower than the am ount  requested. 

The budget  of the selected projects will be funded from  3 different  regional budget  

envelopes, proport ionally to the available am ounts for each region.  

The grant  will be a unit  grant .  This m eans that  it  will reim burse a fixed am ount  per 

unit , based on unit  costs, unit  cont r ibut ions or f inancing not  linked to costs.  

Budget  categories and cost  eligibilit y rules 

The budget  categories and cost  eligibilit y rules are fixed in the Grant  Agreem ent  (Data 

Sheet , point  3, art  6 and Annex 2) .  

Budget  categories for this call18:  

− A. Cont ribut ions for  scholarships 

− B. I nst itut ional cont r ibut ions 

− C. Cont ribut ions for  special needs 

Specific cost  eligibilit y rules for  this call:  

− the unit  grant  am ount  m ust  be calculated in accordance with the m ethodology 

set  out  in the unit  cont r ibut ion authorising decision and using the calculator 

provided ( if any) .  

A.  Contr ibut ion for scholarship  

The scholarship to individuals ( students, t rainees and staff)  shall cover t ravel,  

installat ion and subsistence costs.  

The scholarship is calculated based on a m onthly unit  cont r ibut ion (pro- rata of the 

actual num ber of days) ,  as follows:   

• Master students:  EUR 890/ m onth x durat ion in m onths of the m obilit y  

• Doctoral candidates/ t rainees:  EUR 1 230/ m onth x durat ion in m onths of 

the m obilit y  

• Staff m em ber:  EUR 2 370/ m onth x durat ion in m onths of the m obilit y  

B.  I nst itut ional Contr ibut ion 

The I nst itut ional unit  cont r ibut ion aim s to cover part  of the costs linked to the 

im plem entat ion of the m obilit y schem e, such as proj ect  m anagem ent , coordinat ion,  

com m unicat ion and dissem inat ion, services to students including insurance coverage, 

part icipat ion costs including tuit ion fees, research act ivit ies and all other costs 

necessary to successfully im plem ent  the m obilit y plan.   

 
18  Decision of 28 February 2023 author ising the use of unit  cont r ibut ions for the I nt ra-Afr ica Academ ic 

Mobility Schem e under the Neighbourhood, Developm ent  and I nternat ional Cooperat ion I nst rum ent . 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/ndici/guidance/unit-cost-decision_ndici-mobaf_en.pdf
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The m axim um  cont r ibut ion to the inst itut ional costs for the durat ion of the grant  

agreem ent  is calculated as follows:  

EUR 900 / m onth x durat ion in m onths of all im plem ented m obilit y  (pro- rata of the 

actual num ber of days)  

C. Contr ibut ion for special needs 

Cont ribut ion for special needs is eligible for m obilit y of a scholarship holder with 

disabilit ies whose long- term  physical,  m ental,  intellectual or sensory im pairm ents are 

cert ified by a com petent  nat ional authority and of such nature that  their part icipat ion 

in the act ion would not  be possible without  the special needs item s or services. They 

will cont r ibute to cover costs such as those related to the acquisit ion of special it em s 

or services (e.g.,  assistance by third persons, adaptat ion of work environm ent , 

addit ional t ravel/ t ransportat ion costs) .   

The support  to cover such individual needs of enrolled students, will take the form  of 

the following special needs unit  cont r ibut ions:   

( a)  EUR 3 000  

( b)  EUR 4 500  

( c)  EUR 6 000  

( d)  EUR 9 500  

( e)  EUR 13 000  

( f)  EUR 18 500  

( g)  EUR 27 500  

( h) EUR 35 500  

( i)  EUR 47 500  

( j )  EUR 60 000 

Calculat ion of the unit  cont r ibut ion per student :   

Scholarship holders will declare what  type of item s/ services are needed and their  

cost . Beneficiaries shall claim  the closest  lower rate per student  com pared to the 

est im ated actual costs of his/ her special needs. Special needs cont r ibut ion m ay be 

assessed on a case-by-case basis, in order t o further ensure com pliance with the 

principle of sound financial m anagem ent . Where this assessm ent  shows that  the 

needs described do not  m atch the category of allowance proposed, t he Agency m ay 

adjust  that  the category of need be changed to reflect  the descript ion. Costs lower 

than EUR 3,000 and higher than EUR 60,000 shall not  be reim bursed through the 

special needs allowance.  

Calculat ion of the m axim um  cont r ibut ion allocated to the consort ium  for the durat ion 

of the grant  agreem ent :   

- At  applicat ion stage, based on their est im at ion, applicants will request  a 

m axim um  of two-unit  costs, corresponding to the highest  unit  costs available, 

i.e. m ax 2 x EUR 60 000. This am ount  will be used to allocate the unit  costs to 

the concerned scholarship holders.  

- At  im plem entat ion stage, the m onthly unit  cont r ibut ion shall be calculated as 

follows:   

{ special needs unit  x (1/ num ber of m onths) }  

The num ber of m onths in the form ula above shall correspond to the num ber of 

m onths the special needs item s or services were used or produced for im plem ent ing 

the act ion, depending on the nature of the it em s or services. For one-off costs, the 

num ber of m onths shall correspond to 1.  
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Report ing and paym ent  arrangem ents 

The report ing and paym ent  arrangem ents are fixed in the Grant  Agreem ent  (Data 

Sheet , point  4 and art  21 and 22) .  

After  grant  signature, you will norm ally receive a prefinancing to start  working on 

the proj ect  ( float  of norm ally 5 0 %  of the m axim um  grant  am ount ;  except ionally less 

or no prefinancing) . The prefinancing will be paid 30 days from  ent ry into 

force/ financial guarantee ( if required)  — whichever is the latest .  

There will be no interim  paym ents. There will be one or m ore addit ional 

prefinancing paym ents linked to a prefinancing report .  

I n addit ion, you will be expected to subm it  one or m ore progress report s not  linked to 

paym ents. 

Paym ent  of the balance :  At  the end of the project ,  we will calculate your final grant  

am ount . I f the total of earlier paym ents is higher than the final grant  am ount , we will 

ask you (your coordinator)  to pay back the difference ( recovery) .  

All paym ents will be m ade to the coordinator.  

 Please be aware that  paym ents will be autom at ically lowered if one of your 

consort ium  m em bers has outstanding debts towards the EU (grant ing authority or  

other EU bodies) . Such debts will be offset  by us — in line with the condit ions set  out  

in the Grant  Agreem ent  (see art  22) .  

Please also note that  you are responsible for  keeping records on all the work done 

and the units declared. 

Prefinancing guarantees 

I f a prefinancing guarantee is required, it  will be fixed in the Grant  Agreem ent  (Data 

Sheet , point  4) .  The am ount  will be set  during grant  preparat ion and it  will norm ally 

be equal or lower than the prefinancing for  your grant .  

The guarantee should be in euro and issued by an approved bank/ financial inst itut ion 

established in an EU Mem ber State. I f you are established in a non-EU count ry and 

would like to provide a guarantee from  a bank/ financial inst itut ion in your count ry,  

please contact  us ( this m ay be except ionally accepted, if it  offers equivalent  securit y) .  

Am ounts blocked in bank accounts will NOT be accepted as financial guarantees.  

Prefinancing guarantees are norm ally requested from  the coordinator, for the 

consort ium . They m ust  be provided during grant  preparat ion, in t im e to m ake the 

prefinancing (scanned copy via Portal AND original by post ) .  

I f agreed with us, the bank guarantee m ay be replaced by a guarantee from  a third 

party.  

The guarantee will be released at  the end of the grant , in accordance with the 

condit ions laid down in the Grant  Agreem ent  (ar t  23) .  

Cert ificates 

Depending on the type of act ion, size of grant  am ount  and type of beneficiaries, you 

m ay be requested to subm it  different  cert ificates. The types, schedules and 
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thresholds for each cert ificate are fixed in the Grant  Agreem ent  (Data Sheet , point  4 

and art  24) .  

Liabilit y regim e for recoveries 

The liabilit y regim e for recoveries will be fixed in the Grant  Agreem ent  (Data Sheet  

point  4.4 and art  22) .  

For beneficiaries, it  is one of the following:  

− lim ited joint  and several liabilit y with individual ceilings — each beneficiary up 

to their  m axim um  grant  am ount  

− uncondit ional joint  and several liabilit y — each beneficiary up to the m axim um  

grant  am ount  for  the act ion   

or  

− individual financial responsibilit y — each beneficiary only for their own debts.  

I n addit ion, the grant ing authority m ay require joint  and several liabilit y of affiliated 

ent it ies (with their beneficiary) .  

Provisions concerning the project  im plem entat ion 

Ethics rules:  see Model Grant  Agreem ent  (art  14 and Annex 5)  

I PR rules:  see Model Grant  Agreem ent  (art  16 and Annex 5) :  

− r ights of use on results:  Yes 

− access to results for policy purposes:  Yes 

− addit ional r ights for partner count r ies and regional organisat ions:  Yes 

Com m unicat ion, dissem inat ion and visibilit y of funding:  see Model Grant  Agreem ent  

(art  17 and Annex 5) :  

− com m unicat ion and dissem inat ion plan:  No 

− addit ional com m unicat ion and dissem inat ion act ivit ies:  Yes 

− special logos:  Yes 

Specific rules for carrying out  the act ion:  see Model Grant  Agreem ent  (art  18 and 

Annex 5) :  

− specific rules for MOBAF m obilit y act ions:  Yes 

− EU rest r ict ive m easures:  Yes 

 The com m unicat ion and dissem inat ion act ivit ies set  out  in Art icle 17.1 and Annex 

5 of the Grant  Agreem ent  are allowed ONLY if explicit ly agreed with the grant ing 

authority;  visibilit y of EU funding under Art icle 17.2 and Annex 5 of the Grant  

Agreem ent  is ALWAYS m andatory.  
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Other specificit ies 

n/ a 

Non-com pliance and breach of cont ract  

The Grant  Agreem ent  ( chapter 5)  provides for the m easures we m ay take in case of 

breach of cont ract  (and other non-com pliance issues) .  

 For m ore inform at ion, see AGA — Annotated Grant  Agreem ent .   

1 1 . How  to subm it  an applicat ion  

All proposals m ust  be subm it ted direct ly online via the Funding & Tenders Portal 

Elect ronic Subm ission System . Paper  applicat ions are NOT accepted.  

Subm ission is a 2 - step process:  

a)  create a  user  account  and register your  organisat ion  

To use the Subm ission System  ( the only way to apply) , all part icipants need to create 

an EU Login user account . 

Once you have an EULogin account , you can register your organisat ion in the 

Part icipant  Register.  When your regist rat ion is finalised, you will receive a 9 -digit  

part icipant  ident ificat ion code (PI C) .  

b)  subm it  the proposal 

Access the Elect ronic Subm ission System  via the Topic page in the Search Funding & 

Tenders sect ion (or, for  calls sent  by invitat ion to subm it  a proposal, t hrough the link  

provided in the invitat ion let ter) .  

Subm it  your proposal in 3 parts, as follows:  

− Part  A includes adm inist rat ive inform at ion about  the applicant  organisat ions 

( future coordinator , beneficiaries, affiliated ent it ies and associated partners)  

and the sum m arised budget  for the proposal. Fill it  in direct ly online 

− Part  B (descript ion of the act ion)  covers the technical content  of the proposal.  

Download the m andatory word tem plate from  the Subm ission System , fill it  in 

and upload it  as a PDF file 

− Annexes (see sect ion 5) .  Upload them  as PDF file (single or m ult iple 

depending on the slots) . Excel upload is som et im es possible, depending on the 

file type. 

The proposal m ust  keep to the page lim its (see sect ion 5) ;  excess pages will be 

disregarded.  

Docum ents m ust  be uploaded to the r ight  category  in the Subm ission System  

otherwise the proposal m ight  be considered incom plete and thus inadm issible.  

The proposal m ust  be subm it ted before the call deadline  (see sect ion 4) . After this 

deadline, the system  is closed and proposals can no longer be subm it ted.  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/aga_en.pdf
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cas/eim/external/register.cgi
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cas/eim/external/register.cgi
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/participant-register
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;freeTextSearchKeyword=;typeCodes=0,1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programCode=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;callCode=Default;sortQuery=openingDate;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
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Once the proposal is subm it ted, you will receive a confirm at ion e- m ail (with date 

and t im e of your applicat ion) . I f you do not  receive this confirm at ion e-m ail, it  m eans 

your proposal has NOT been subm it ted. I f you believe this is due to a fault  in the 

Subm ission System , you should im m ediately file a com plaint  via the I T Helpdesk 

webform , explaining the circum stances and at taching a copy of the proposal (and, if 

possible, screenshots to show what  happened) .  

Details on processes and procedures are described in the Online Manual. The Online 

Manual also contains the links to FAQs and detailed inst ruct ions regarding the Portal 

Elect ronic Exchange System . 

Guidance on the use of generat ive AI  tools for the preparat ion of the 

proposal 

When considering the use of generat ive art ificial intelligence (AI )  tools for the 

preparat ion of the proposal, it  is im perat ive to exercise caut ion and careful 

considerat ion. The AI -generated content  should be thoroughly reviewed and validated 

by the applicants to ensure it s appropriateness and accuracy, as well as it s 

com pliance with intellectual property regulat ions. Applicants are fully responsible for  

the content  of the proposal (even those parts produced by the AI  tool)  and m ust  be 

t ransparent  in disclosing which AI  tools were used and how they were ut ilised.  

Specifically, applicants are required to:  

• Verify the accuracy, validity, and appropriateness of the content and any citations 
generated by the AI  tool and correct  any errors or inconsistencies.  

• Provide a list of sources used to generate content and citations, including those 
generated by the AI  t ool.  Double-check citat ions to ensure they are accurate and 

properly referenced.  

• Be conscious of the potential for plagiarism where the AI tool may have reproduced 
substant ial text  from  other sources. Check the original sources to be sure you are not  

plagiarizing someone else’s work.  

• Acknowledge the limitations of the AI tool in the proposal preparation, including the 
potent ial for bias, errors, and gaps in knowledge.  

1 2 . Help 

As far as possible, please t ry to f ind the answ ers you need yourself ,  in this and 

the other docum entat ion (we have lim ited resources for handling direct  enquir ies) :  

− Online Manual 

− Topic Q&A on the Topic page ( for call- specific quest ions in open calls;  not  

applicable for  act ions by invitat ion)  

− Portal FAQ ( for general quest ions) .  

Please also consult  the Topic page regularly, since we will  use it  to publish call 

updates. (For invitat ions, we will contact  you direct ly in case of a call update) .  

Contact  

For individual quest ions on the Portal Subm ission System , please contact  the I T 

Helpdesk. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/helpdesks/contact-form
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/helpdesks/contact-form
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/om_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/om_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/faq;categories=;programme=null;actions=;keyword=
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/helpdesks/contact-form
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/helpdesks/contact-form
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Non- I T related quest ions should be sent  to the following em ail address:  EACEA-

I nt raAfrica- I nt raACP@ec.europa.eu. 

Please indicate clearly the reference of the call and topic to which your quest ion 

relates ( see cover page) .  

 

mailto:EACEA-IntraAfrica-IntraACP@ec.europa.eu
mailto:EACEA-IntraAfrica-IntraACP@ec.europa.eu
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1 3 . I m portant  

 

 

 

 

 I MPORTANT 

• Don’t wait unt il the end  — Com plete your applicat ion sufficient ly in advance of 

the deadline to avoid any last  m inute technical problem s. Problem s due to last  

m inute subm issions (e.g. congest ion, etc)  will be ent irely at  your r isk. Call 

deadlines can NOT be extended. 

• Consult  the Portal Topic page regularly. We will use it  to publish updates and 

addit ional inform at ion on the call ( call and topic updates) . 

• Funding &  Tenders Portal Electronic Exchange System  — By subm it t ing the 

applicat ion, all part icipants accept  to use the elect ronic exchange system  in 

accordance with the Portal Term s & Condit ions. 

• Regist rat ion  — Before subm it t ing the applicat ion, all beneficiaries, affiliated 

ent it ies and associated partners m ust  be registered  in the Part icipant  Register . The 

part icipant  ident ificat ion code (PI C)  (one per part icipant )  is m andatory for the 

Applicat ion Form . 

• Consort ium  roles — When set t ing up your consort ium , you should think of 

organisat ions that  help you reach object ives and solve problem s.  

The roles should be at t r ibuted according to the level of part icipat ion in the project . 

Main part icipants should part icipate as beneficiaries or affiliated ent it ies;  other 

ent it ies can part icipate as associated partners, subcont ractors, third part ies giving 

in-kind cont r ibut ions. Associated partners and third part ies giving in-kind 

cont ribut ions should bear their  own costs ( they will not  becom e form al recipients of 

EU funding) . Subcontract ing  should norm ally const itute a lim ited part  and m ust  

be perform ed by third part ies (not  by one of the beneficiar ies/ affiliated ent it ies) . 

Subcont ract ing going beyond 30%  of the total eligible costs m ust  be just ified in the 

applicat ion. 

• Coordinator  — I n m ult i-beneficiary grants, the beneficiar ies part icipate as 

consort ium  (group of beneficiar ies) . They will have to choose a coordinator, who 

will take care of the project  m anagem ent  and coordinat ion and will represent  the 

consort ium  towards the grant ing authorit y. I n m ono-beneficiary grants, the single 

beneficiary will autom at ically be coordinator. 

• Affiliated ent it ies — Applicants m ay part icipate with affiliated ent it ies ( i.e. ent it ies 

linked to a beneficiary which part icipate in the act ion with sim ilar r ights and 

obligat ions as the beneficiar ies, but  do not  sign the grant  and therefore do not  

becom e beneficiar ies them selves) . They will get  a part  of the grant  m oney and 

m ust  therefore com ply with all the call condit ions and be validated ( just  like 

beneficiar ies) ;  but  they do not  count  towards the m inimum  eligibilit y cr iteria for  

consort ium  com posit ion ( if any) .  

• Associated partners — Applicants m ay part icipate with associated partners ( i.e. 

partner organisat ions which part icipate in the act ion but  without  the r ight  to get  

grant  m oney) . They part icipate without  funding and therefore do not  need to be 

validated. 

• Consort ium  agreem ent  — For pract ical and legal reasons it  is recom m ended to 

set  up internal arrangem ents that  allow you to deal with except ional or unforeseen 

circum stances ( in all cases, even if not  m andatory under the Grant  Agreement ) . 

The consort ium  agreem ent  also gives you the possibilit y to redist ribute the grant  

m oney according to your own consort ium - internal pr inciples and param eters ( for  

instance, one beneficiary can reat t ribute it s grant  m oney to another beneficiary) .  

The consort ium  agreem ent  thus allows you to custom ise the EU grant  to the needs 

inside your consort ium  and can also help to protect  you in case of disputes. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/ftp/tc_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/participant-register
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• Balanced project  budget  — Grant  applicat ions must  ensure a balanced project  

budget  and sufficient  other resources to im plem ent  the project  successfully (e.g. 

own cont ribut ions, income generated by the act ion, financial cont ribut ions from  

third part ies, etc) . You m ay be requested to lower your est im ated costs, if they are 

ineligible ( including excessive) .  

• Com pleted/ ongoing projects — Proposals for projects that  have already been 

com pleted will be rejected;  proposals for projects that  have already started will be 

assessed on a case-by-case basis ( in this case, no costs can be reim bursed for  

act ivit ies that  took place before the project  start ing date/ proposal subm ission) .  

• No- profit  rule  — Grants m ay NOT give a profit  ( i.e. surplus of revenues +  EU 

grant  over costs) . This will be checked by us at  the end of the project .  

• No cum ulat ion of funding/ no double  funding — I t  is st r ict ly prohibited to 

cum ulate funding from the EU budget (except under ‘EU Synergies actions’). 
Outside such Synergies act ions, any given act ion m ay receive only ONE grant  from 

the EU budget  and cost  item s m ay under NO circum stances be declared under two 

EU grants. I f you would like to nonetheless benefit  from  different  EU funding 

opportunit ies, projects m ust  be designed as different  act ions, clearly delineated and 

separated for each grant  (without  overlaps) . 

• Com binat ion w ith EU operat ing grants — Com binat ion with EU operat ing grants 

is possible, if the project  rem ains outside the operat ing grant  work program m e and 

you m ake sure that  cost  item s are clearly separated in your account ing and NOT 

declared twice (see AGA — Annotated Grant  Agreem ent , art  6.2.E) .  

• Mult iple proposals — Applicants m ay subm it  m ore than one proposal for different  

projects under the sam e call (and be awarded a funding for them ) . 

Organisat ions m ay part icipate in several proposals. 

BUT:  if there are several proposals for very sim ilar  projects, only one applicat ion 

will be accepted and evaluated;  the applicants will be asked to withdraw the others 

(or they will be rejected) . 

• Resubm ission  — Proposals m ay be changed and re-subm it ted unt il the deadline 

for subm ission. 

• Reject ion — By subm it t ing the applicat ion, all applicants accept  the call condit ions 

set  out  in this this Call Docum ent  ( and the docum ents it  refers to) . Proposals that  

do not  com ply with all the call condit ions will be rejected. This applies also to 

applicants:  All applicants need to fulfil the criteria; if any one of them doesn’t, they 
m ust  be replaced or the ent ire proposal will be rejected.  

• Cancellat ion — There m ay be circum stances which m ay require the cancellat ion of 

the call. I n this case, you will be informed via a call or topic update. Please note 

that  cancellat ions are without  ent it lem ent  to com pensat ion. 

• Language  — The language of this call is English. You can subm it  your proposal in 

any official EU language (project  abst ract / sum m ary should however always be in 

English) . For reasons of efficiency, we st rongly advise you to use English for the 

ent ire applicat ion. I f you need the call documentat ion in another official EU 

language, please subm it  a request  within 10 days after call publicat ion ( for the 

contact  inform at ion, see sect ion 12) . 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/aga_en.pdf
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• Transparency — I n accordance with Art icle 38 of the EU Financial Regulat ion, 

inform at ion about  EU grants awarded is published each year on the Europa website.  

This includes:  

− beneficiary nam es 

− beneficiary addresses 

− the purpose for which the grant  was awarded 

− the m aximum  am ount  awarded. 

The publicat ion can except ionally be waived (on reasoned and duly substant iated 

request ) , if there is a r isk that  the disclosure could jeopardise your r ights and 

freedom s under the EU Charter of Fundam ental Rights or harm  your com m ercial 

interests. 

• Data protect ion  — The subm ission of a proposal under this call involves the 

collect ion, use and processing of personal data. This data will be processed in 

accordance with the applicable legal fram ework. I t  will be processed solely for the 

purpose of evaluat ing your proposal, subsequent  managem ent  of your grant  and, if 

needed, program m e m onitor ing, evaluat ion and com m unicat ion. Details are 

explained in the Funding & Tenders Portal Privacy Statem ent . 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018R1046
https://ec.europa.eu/budget/fts/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/ftp/privacy-statement_en.pdf
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